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1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 

Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 

www.wcwildlife.org 

 

 

 NEWSLETTER Winter 2014 

   

2014 

Washington County Wildlife Society 
Annual Meeting 

Friday January 24th 
Social hour will start at 6:00pm 

A dessert table will be available if you would like to bring your favorite dessert 

~Free-will donation dinner~ 

Washington County Fairgrounds Event Center 
(1305 East Blue Bell Road in Brenham) 

We will start a business meeting around 7:00pm and elect 2014 officers to all positions 

(President, Vice-President, Treasurer and Secretary) 
 

Featured Speaker: Rep. Lois Kolkhorst 
Leadership’s role with Natural Resources in Texas 

Rep. Lois W. Kolkhorst is a member of the Texas House of Representatives, 

serving House District 13, which includes Austin, Burleson, Colorado, 

Fayette, Grimes, Lavaca and Washington Counties, and consists of thousands 

of square miles of rural Texas from the Brazos Valley to the Coastal Plains  

Prior to public service, she served as CEO for the Washington County Cham-

ber and the Economic Development Foundation of Brenham. A native of 

Brenham, she is a graduate of Texas Christian University, where she was an 

accomplished golfer who played for the TCU Lady Frogs Golf Team, as well 

as being named to the Academic All-Southwest Conference Team. She enjoys 

the outdoors with her husband, Jim Kolkhorst and their two children, Lois 

Kate and Jake. The family lives in Brenham, while they own and operate Kol-

khorst Petroleum, based in the nearby city of Navasota  

2013 Inductee to the Blinn College Hall of Honor 

 
If you haven’t done so already, this would be a great opportunity to RENEW your Wildlife Society 

membership for 2014! 
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WCWs Contact Info:  
 

OFFICERS for 2013: 
Cindy Lyles, Society President, (979), 251-4720,  
 cindylyles27@gmail.com 
Doodle Johnston, Society Vice Pres., (979) 278-3855, 

cj_cattle@yahoo.com 
Devin Holum, Society Treasurer, (281)807-0679,  
 bismark98@yahoo.com 
Monterey White, Society Secretary, (979) 836-3418,  
 whiteoakfarm@gmail.com 

WMA DIRECTORS for 2014: 

Greenvine WMA 

Gary Lee, Director, (713) 208-5970, glee2614@comcast.net 

Adam Seilheimer, Vice-Director, (979) 830-3960, 
texastrophyscapes@yahoo.com 

Sun Oil Field WMA 
Ward McDonald, Director, (979) 836-0823 
Jim Dickson, Vice-Director, (713) 817-1482 

Rocky Creek WMA 

Jon Knapp, Director, (979) 289-5533, 
jknapp@pachouston.com 

Vice-Director– OPEN 

Post Oak WMA 

Devin Holum, Director, (281) 807-o679, 
bismark98@yahoo.com 

Bill Deaton, Vice-Director, (936) 878-9000,  

 williamdeaton8181@gmail.com 

Sandtown WMA 

Tom Drummond, Director, (979) 278-3811, 
thomrd@aol.com 

Brick Peele, Vice-Director, (979) 278-3778,  

 brickpeele@yahoo.com 

Mt. Vernon WMA 
Rob Johnston, Director, (832) 368-8076, robj709@gmail.com 

Vice-Director– OPEN 

New Years Creek WMA 

George Bishop, Director, (713) 305-5510, 
george.bishop@sbcglobal.net 

Monterey White, Vice-Director, (979) 836-3418, 
whiteoakfarm@gmail.com  

RESOURCE CONTACTS: 
Stephanie M Damron, TPWD Natural Resource Specialist II, 

Washington & Waller Counties (979) 277-6297,  
 stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov  

Texas AgriLife Extension Agent-Agriculture/Natural Resources, 
(979) 277-6212 

Ben Garcia, NRCS District Conservationist, (979) 830-7123 
ext. 3, ben.garcia@tx.usda.gov 

Debbie Wellmann, Washington Co., Appraisal District, (979) 
277-3740, debbiew@brenhamk-12.net 

Mark Marzahn, Washington Co., Enviromental Dept. Director, 
(979) 277-6290, mmarzahn@wacounty.com 

Eddie Hines, WC Game Warden, (979) 412-3140,  

 eddie.hines@tpwd.state.tx.us 

Operation Game Thief, (800) 792-4263 

President’s Remarks 
 

T he year 2013 was a year of surprises or me and the 

WCWS membership!   

 

Our August meeting was our first ever raffle fundraiser to 

help fund the scholarships for our graduating seniors from 

Washington County.  It was a tremendous success and fun 

too, WCWS raised over $3,000 which should allow us to 

offer another 4 scholarships.  Speaking of scholarships, last 

years recipients were Colby Seeker, Faith Nutt, Jon Well-

mann and Payton Warmke, all from Brenham ISD. 

 

Later in the fall, WCWS was one of several local and state 

sponsors of the 5th Annual Lone Star Water Forum (LSWF), 

which was held on October 5th.  The net proceeds from the 

event were enough for the LSWF to donate $2,000 to the 

BISD’s outdoor learning program. 

 

WCWS continues to be a supporter of Texas Brigades and 

their 5 summer camps, this year WCWS donated $1,000 to 

help offset the cost of 4 area campers who participate this 

year, the camps stresses leadership development and conser-

vation of our natural resources and are geared for high school 

youths (ages 13 to 17). 

 

Also, this fall we received another lifetime donation from 

Gerald and Leann Bennett, who are recent members of the 

Greenvine WMA.  All contributions from our membership 

are greatly appreciated, it is what makes our organization a 

success.   

 

Most surprising news this year is  Agrilife Extension agent 

Larry Pierce is moving on.  Some of us were surprised to 

hear of Larry’s recent and well deserved promotion but oth-

ers who know him realize it was just a matter of time.  (Page 

3) 

 

I would like to thank the WMA directors from 2013 for their 

involvement and input into the Wildlife Society.  Our sincere 

appreciation and a pat on the back goes to Waldo Nirnstedt 

(Rocky Creek), Gene Bishop (Greenvine), Doddle Johnston 

(Sandtown) and Paul Layne (Sandtown).  We are pleased 

that several WMA directors remain with the Society and new 

additions for 2014 are Tom Drummond (Sandtown), Brick 

Peele (Sandtown) and Adam Seiheimer (Greenvine).  We 

appreciate your resolution to make the Wildlife Society all it 

can be in the new year!  (See WMA Directors list for 2014) 

 

Looking forward to an exciting 2014 year! 
 

Cindy Lyles 

mailto:cindylyles27@gmail.com
mailto:cj_cattle@yahoo.com
mailto:bismark98@yahoo.com
mailto:whiteoakfarm@gmail.com
mailto:glee2614@comcast.net
mailto:texastrophyscapes@yahoo.com
mailto:jknapp@pachouston.com
mailto:bismark98@yahoo.com
mailto:williamdeaton8181@gmail.com
mailto:thomrd@aol.com
mailto:brickpeel@yahoo.com
mailto:robj709@gmail.com
mailto:george.bishop@sbcglobal.net
mailto:whiteoakfarm@gmail.com
mailto:stephanie.damron@tpwd.texas.gov
mailto:ben.garcia@tx.usda.gov
mailto:debbiew@brenhamk-12.net
mailto:mmarzahn@wacounty.com
mailto:eddie.hines@tpwd.state.tx.us
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New AgriLife Extension regional programming leader to be based in Overton  
Writer: Robert Burns, 903-834-6191, rd-burns@tamu.edu 

 

L arry Pierce has been appointed the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service regional program leader for the agency’s East 
Region. His responsibilities will include agriculture, natural resources and 4-H. 

Pierce will begin his position Jan. 1 and will be based at the Texas A&M Research and Extension Center at Overton. 

The AgriLife Extension East Region includes Extension Districts 4 and 5, an area encompassing 44 counties, from Jasper County 

in the south to Bowie County in the northeastern corner of the state and Anderson County to the west. 

The regional program leader job description includes providing the “overall vision and regional leadership for the development, 

implementation, evaluation, and interpretation of Extension educational programs,” according to Dr. Susan Ballabina, AgriLife Ex-

tension associate director for program development, College Station. 

“Emphasis will be placed on targeting both traditional and nontraditional audiences in the assigned program area of agricultural 

and natural resources, 4-H/youth development or family and consumer sciences and 4-H/youth development across the two dis-

tricts that make up the region.” 

The regional program leader will also serve as a “conduit between county agents and specialists in providing leadership for pro-

gram development and all program planning processes,” as well as bring local stakeholders into the planning process, Ballabina 

said. 

Pierce grew up in Harrison County, where he was involved in 4-H and FFA, showing steers, rabbits and hogs, as well as partici-

pating in the FFA forestry team, he said. 

He received his associate degree from Panola College, Carthage, in 1994. His bachelor’s degree in animal science and his mas-

ter’s degree in wildlife science are both from Texas A&M University. 

Pierce began his Extension career in 1997 as an assistant agent for agriculture in Atascosa County. In 1999, he was appointed 

agent for agriculture and natural resources for Dimmit County. He is currently serving as the agent for agriculture and natural re-

sources in Washington County. 

“Larry Pierce has demonstrated expertise 

in program development within every role he 

has served the agency,” Ballabina said. “He is 

highly effective in working with Extension plan-

ning groups to develop, evaluate and interpret 

high visibility, innovative, Extension program-

ming. He has been highly successful in imple-

menting strong programs with high impacts for 

both adult and youth audiences.” 

“I am very excited about this opportunity to 

return to East Texas,” Pierce said. “I look for-

ward to working with the county Extension 

agents in Districts 4 and 5 to strengthen and 

build new partnerships and Extension pro-

grams.” 

 

mailto:rd-burns@tamu.edu
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Washington County Wildlife Society 2013 Deer Report 

 
A big thanks goes out to all of the individuals who spent time recording their incidental sightings for deer in Washington County.  
The 2013 data set shows that co-op members identified and recorded a total of 8,908 deer resulting in 1,501 bucks, 5,609 does, 
and 1,798 fawns. This calculates to an amazing 1 buck per 3.7 does and a county average of 32% fawn survival rate. The 32% 
fawn survival rate is down 41% from last year’s high of 73% fawn survival rate. The lower fawn crop was expected due to the 
drought conditions we have been experiencing.  Figure 1 illustrates that the fawn survival rate is stable given the lower fawn crop 
this year. Mount Vernon reported the highest rate within the county with 85% of their fawns surviving this year.  
 
The results of this survey demonstrate that 
the efforts of co-op members and others are 
having a positive impact on the deer herd. 
There is a direct correlation between fawn 
survival rates and the deer population in-
creasing within the county. Without replace-
ment fawns a deer population will not in-
crease. It is very important to provide ade-
quate fawning cover and proper nutrition 
during the fawning period to keep the fawn 
survival rates up. 
 
I want to say a special thanks to the mem-
bers who sent in daytime sightings, this val-
uable data can reflect the overall health of 
the herd and assist in making recommenda-
tions to benefit the deer population within 
the county. 
 
Keep up the good work and feel free to call if 
you have any questions. 

 
Stephanie Damron 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(979) 277-6297 
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W e have hidden special geocaches in state parks, historic 
sites, and natural areas throughout the state. We invite you and your 
family to join us in the adventure of discovering these hidden items, 
revealing exciting facts and stories about Texas State Parks and win-
ning prizes for your discoveries! 

How to Participate in the Challenge: 

Download the Texas State Parks Geocache Challenge Passport 

(PDF 1.1 MB), and bring it with you. 

Get the Geocache Challenge coordinates. Challenge caches will 

have TXGCC13 in their name. 

 Once you have physically found a cache at a park, locate the 

logbook inside. This book tells a unique story about each park and 
offers a trivia question related to that specific story. Write the answer 

to that trivia question on your passport. 

 Use the special red orienteering punch in each cache to mark 

your passport. 

 Every Official State Parks Challenge cache will be counted to-

wards your cumulative total and prize levels. 

 Submit your completed passport and contact information to the 

address below when you have completed each prize level. 

 Approximately 90 sites, including parks, historic sites, and other 

TPWD properties across Texas will be participating in the Challenge. 

There will be more than one official Challenge cache in most parks! 

 There will be a "First to Find" trackable geocoin inside many of 

our caches so you might find a treasure that you can keep on your 

first find! 

 More caches and special theme challenges may be added as 

the challenge progresses. 

Go to, Geocaching at Texas State Parks, for more information on how 

to geocache. 

Cachers who have participated in previous challenges, please notice 
some changes in format to make the challenge more welcoming to 
cachers of all abilities and experience levels. Nearly every cache from 
the previous statewide challenge will be refreshed and moved to a 

new location within the park!  

Prizes are available to celebrate your caching efforts. 
After completing levels of the geocache challenge and submitting 

your passport, you will be sent the following: 

 10 caches found - Entry Level Pathtag, Keychain, and Sticker 

 20 caches found - Bronze Level Pathtag, Medal Challenge 

Sticker, and Promotion for 50% Off State Park Entry Fees 

 30 caches found - Silver Level Pathtag and Promotion for 50% 

Off 1 Night of Camping 

Welcome to the Texas State Parks Geocache Challenge! 

Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 

 50 caches found - Gold Level Pathtag and Promotion for 20% Off 

State Park Store Purchase (limit 5 items) 

 80 caches found - Platinum Level Pathtag and Promotion for 1 

Free Night of Camping 

In addition, all completed and returned passports will receive a 
waterproof Challenge sticker. Only one award will be given at 
each level per mailing address. 

Passport Submission - When you have found the necessary number 
of caches to satisfy a prize level, send your completed passport to 
the address below. A running tally of an individual's number of 
TXGCC13 finds will be kept on file and awards will be distributed 
appropriately. You may consider photocopying your passports for 
your records or in the event of lost mail.  
Texas Geocache Challenge - TPWD  
4200 Smith School Road  
Austin TX 78744 

There is currently no end date scheduled for the challenge so go 
find those caches, and discover how life's better outside! 

Save Money on Your Trip! 
Consider purchasing a 
Texas State Park Pass. For 
$70, the pass will get you, 
and all of the occupants of 
your vehicle, into every 
state park without having to 
pay an entrance fee. The 
Texas State Park Pass can 
be purchased at most state 

parks. 

Other Geocache Events & 
Workshops - Don't know 
how to Geocache? We 
have special workshops 
hosted at our State parks to introduce you to this activity. Check 

out geocache events on our Calendar. 

Sign up for TPWD e-mail updates about geocaching. We may an-
nounce special theme challenges, special event caches, updates 
on the geocache challenge, and more great information about 

caching in parks! 

Are you interested in hiding a geocache at a TPWD property? All 
cache placements are at the discretion of the site superintendent 
or manager. Download the suggested guidelines and cache infor-
mation sheet here. Use it to help your site staff member more easi-

ly approve your hopeful placement! 

Questions? E-mail any specific questions to txgeo@tpwd.state.tx.us 

and a TPWD representative will respond in a timely manner.. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A9G_bDmMZUNLQpwAoVCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqanZyNXBnBHBvcwMzOARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1ksspl9l1/EXP=1262794508/**http%3A/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253Fp%
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/geocache/media/pdf/geocache_passport_general.pdf
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/site/software/#adobe
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/geocache/coordinates.phtml#coordinates
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/geocache/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/geocache/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/parkinfo/passes/parkpass/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/parkinfo/passes/parkpass/
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/calendar/geocaching
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/calendar/geocaching
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXPWD/subscriber/new?topic_id=TXPWD_482
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/geocache/media/pdf/GeocacheSuggestedGuidelines.pdf
http://www.tpwd.state.tx.us/spdest/activities/outdoor_recreation/geocache/media/pdf/GeocacheSuggestedGuidelines.pdf
mailto:txgeo@tpwd.state.tx.us
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Washington County Wildlife Society 
1305 E. Blue Bell Rd., Brenham, Texas 77833 

Telephone 979-277-6212  Fax 979-277-6223 

www.wcwildlife.org 

T he American kestrel, aka Sparrow Hawk, is a beautiful, robin-sized falcon. 
This tiny raptor has the typical falcon body shape, a short neck, and a small head 
with a black and white pattern and dark, vertical, black stripes on the sides. It is a 
rust-colored falcon. The male is distinguished by having blue-gray wings and an un-
barred tail, while the female sports a barred tail and lacks the blue-gray wings. The 
kestrel has a sharp, hooked bill and large, talon-tipped feet that are ideal for hunting. 
In flight, pointed wings and rapid wing beats help to identify this raptor.  

American kestrels are apt and able hunters. They hunt large insects, bats, mice, 
birds and small reptiles. Kestrels usually hover before dropping on prey from above, 
pinning victims to the ground. They rarely chase prey, such as flying insects or bats, 
through the air.  

Pair bonding among kestrels is strong and usually permanent. A pair is established after the male takes over a particular territory. 
Thereafter, a female will begin to hunt and associate herself with the male. Kestrels nest in the spring from April to early June in 
woodpecker holes, natural cavities, niches in cliffs or buildings and in nest boxes that are specifically set up for them. The female is 
the main incubator of three to five whitish eggs that are heavily blotched with brown for approximately 30 days. During the nesting 
period, the male provides the family with food. Later, both will hunt as the nestlings mature and eventually leave the nest some 30 to 
31 days after they hatch.  

The American kestrel is distributed very widely throughout North America. During migration and winter months, they are common 
throughout Texas. They also breed in northern and western portions of the state. Certainly, the kestrel's ability to adapt to such vary-
ing conditions has enabled it to remain one of the most abundant raptors of North America.  

American Kestrel (Falco sparverius) 

 

Photo by Carl Woo Photography  


